
                                               
 

 

                                                                           

 

 

George William McLaughlin, born 17 Feb 1869, and the older brother of Robert Samuel (born September 8, 

1871) and the Vice President and Sales Manager of the 1907 McLaughlin Motor Works, Oshawa the forerunner 

of General Motors; (when his younger brother Robert was President and later of the 1919 General Motors 

Canada) until George retired in 1924 to return to his family’s farm. George McLaughlin donated the Athol 

Street Scout Hall building in 1942 and a Cabin Camp for the 7th Oshawa Scout Troop. This 7th Oshawa cabin 

was built on the Nesbit farm, on the east side of Ritson Road. The George McLaughlin farm was one 

concession south at 261Simoce St, Oshawa. George William McLaughlin died on 10 October 1942 and is 

interred in the Oshawa Union Cemetery so he never saw his 7
th

 Oshawa Scout Camp Donation completed in 

1943.  

 Samuel Edward Mack Soanes was born on June 15, 1892 in Lindsay, Ontario. The 1
St

 Oshawa Scout Group 

was founded in 1909 just two years after the birth of the Scouting movement in England by Lt. General Robert 

Stephenson Smyth Baden-Powell. Mack Soanes was the Secretary and later Treasurer of the Oshawa YMCA 

and the first Scoutmaster of this 1
st
 Oshawa Scout Group. George McLaughlin was also the Secretary and 

Treasurer of the McLaughlin Motor Works and the Assistant Scoutmaster of this 1909 Scout Group (actually 

George McLaughlin would have been the Scoutmaster and Mack Soanes the Assistant because Mack was only 

17 years old in 1909).In later years, in the 1920’s Mack Soanes was the Post Master of the Indian River Post 

Office. By 1928, JM &Mack Soanes owned a Grocery Store on Alice Street. Mack Soanes lived at 295 

Richmond Street East, Oshawa, in the shadow of the General Motors office building. Mack later owned a 

convenience store within walking distance of his home. Samuel Edward Mack Soanes died on October 13, 1942 

at his Oshawa home and is buried in the Christian Cemetery, Little Britain north of Port Perry. (George 

McLaughlin died on 10 October 1942 and Mack Soanes died 13 October 1942, only 3 days apart.) (Robert S. 

McLaughlin’s knowledge of and interest in Oshawa Scouting in 1909 came from his brother George, Mack 

Soanes, and the T. Eaton Oshawa Knitting factory manager Colonel William Fletcher Eaton, the Oshawa Boy 

Scout District Commissioner). 

A 1915 picture of 1
st
 Oshawa now 23 year old Scoutmaster,  Samuel 

Edward Mack Soanes (Showing 6 years of Scout Leader Service and 

Military Hospital Attendant/Stretcher Bearer award-crest). 

George W. McLaughlin 1869-1942 
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George William McLaughlin, born 1869, the older brother of Robert Samuel (born September 8, 1871) and 

the Vice President of General Motors Canada (when his younger brother Robert was President of GM Canada) 

build and furnished this building and Camp for the 7
th

 Oshawa Scout Troop. This 7th Oshawa cabin was built 

on the Nesbit farm, on the east side of Ritson Road.  The George McLaughlin farm was one concession south 

on Simcoe Street. George William McLaughlin died on 10 October 1942 and never saw his Scouting 

Donation completed in 1943.George W. McLaughlin also donated in 1942 the Athol Street Scout Hall 

building. The 7
th

 Oshawa had been meeting and attending   Church at the St. Georges Anglican Church on 39 

Athol Street. During WW2 when this Church was being renovated these 7
th

 Oshawa Scouts went to the 

George W. McLaughlin donated Scout Hall that was built on Athol St. between Simcoe and Centre Streets, on 

the north side.  This old Athol Street Scout Hall was demolished in 1958, and this location is now used as a 

municipal parking lot.  The 7th Oshawa used the Athol Street Scout Hall when their St. George's church hall 

was being renovated but only for a short period of time during WW2.The 7th Oshawa, owned a truck, which 

they purchased themselves, (nicknamed Herc) to collect newspapers, as a fundraiser. The 7th Oshawa held 

their summer camps, at Camp Samac, and Haliburton. General Motors supplied a truck to carry their 

equipment and supplies to Camp.  In later years General Motors supplied a truck to Oshawa District to haul 

supplies and equipment for other District Groups, to Camp Samac and Haliburton Adventure Base Camp. 

  
 



Athol Street West Scout Hall 

           

 
This Athol Street West Oshawa Scout Hall that was demolished in 1958 was donated by George W. 

McLaughlin. I consider Col. Sam’s older brother, George as the original Sponsor of Scouting in Osh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the South side of Athol Street West was the Oshawa Scout Hall. This building was donated by George W. McLaughlin in 1942 

and demolished in 1958 to make a parking lot. 

Scouting started in a barn on the outskirts of Oshawa in 1909 but was later meeting in the stables of George W. 

McLaughlin. The Boy Scout Movement was incorporated as "The Boy Scout Association" throughout the British 

Commonwealth by Royal Charter granted by King George V in 1912. Scouting came to Canada in the spring of 

1908 - a just month after the book “Scouting for Boys” was published in England. (The Canadian General Council 

of the Boy Scout Association was incorporated by an act of the Canadian Parliament on June 12, 1914.) In 1910 

Charles A. Lander, George Harrison, and George W. McLaughlin formed an Advisory committee to prepare an 

application for affiliation with The Boy Scout Association Provincial office in Toronto. When the number of 

Scouts increased George and Sam McLaughlin allowed this expanding Scout Troop to meet in the original offices 

of the McLaughlin Carriage Company 2 nights a week. By April 1911, Oshawa Mayor John Gibson allowed the 

use of City Hall Council Chambers for Boy Scout parades and an application on October 15
th

 1911 for the 

formation of the 1
st
 Oshawa Scout troop that now had19 patrols of 170 boys and Leaders. Mack Soanes the 

original Troop Scouter and Scoutmaster was employed by the George L Lander Plumbing Co. on King Street. It 

was in the Lander Hardware store run by Oshawa Scout Committee member Charles A. Lander (the brother of 

George L Lander) where Mack Soanes was employed. Mack Soanes was next employed as the Boy’s Work 

Secretary in the Oshawa YMCA building that was then located at the site of the Oshawa Post Office. On January 

20
th

, 1912 the 1
st
 Oshawa Scout troop was approved by Provincial Commissioner Harry G. Hammond and the 1

ST
 

Oshawa Scout Troop was now meeting at the Oshawa YMCA. 

 



Samuel Edward Mack Soanes and Scouting in Oshawa 

 

Do you have a copy of the Muster or Nominal Rolls of the 116th Battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary Force 

that was formed or organized at Uxbridge, Ontario on 22 December 1915 and was disbanded on 15 September 

1920 but is perpetuated by The Ontario Regiment (RCAC) ? I would like to know more information about 

Samuel Edward Mack Soanes from this Muster Ro1l with his name on it from 1916? 

Samuel Edward Mack Soanes was born in Lindsay, Ontario (Dufferin County) on June 15, 1892 and his mother 

was Catherine MacLean Soanes (1867-1939) and his father was the Reverend Percy Edward Samuel Soanes. 

Mack (as he preferred to be called) married Vera UnormaVipond on August 15
th

, 1917, in Toronto. Vera 

Vipond was a Nurse and later Head Nurse of the Oshawa Hospital. Mack, was Secretary and later treasurer of 

the Oshawa YMCA when he founded the 1
st
 Oshawa Scout Troop on October 8th 1909 with George 

McLaughlin ( George William McLaughlin, the older brother of Robert ”Col. Sam” Samuel   McLaughlin, born 

at Enniskillen, 17 Feb, 1869;  and one of the two brothers behind the Oshawa automobile business; who  

married 10 Jan, 1893;  and later was  Vice-President and Sales Manager, McLaughlin Motor Works, Oshawa 

the forerunner of General Motors;  at this plant he was known as "Mr. George";  he retired in 1924;and  re-

acquired the original McLaughlin farm, which now would be on Simcoe Street;  he resided at 261Simoce St, 

N.,  Oshawa;  George W. McLaughlin died 10 Oct, 1942 of bowel cancel at age 73 and was  interred in the 

Oshawa Union Cemetery) and George McLaughlin was Secretary treasurer of the 1907 formed McLaughlin 

Motor Company. Mack and George were both Secretary Treasurers in 1909. Mack Soanes lived at 295 

Richmond Street East, Oshawa, in the shadow of the General Motors office building, and later owned a 

convenience store within walking distance from his home. Samuel Edward Mack Soanes died at  his 295 

Richmond Street East Oshawa  home on October 13, 1942( Mack was 50 years old) and was buried in the 

Christian cemetery at little Britain, which is north of Port Perry. George W. McLaughlin died 10 October 1942 

and Samuel Edward Mack Soanes died 13 October 1942, (just 3 days later). 

        

 

Samuel Edward Mack Soanes was born in Lindsay, 

Ontario (Dufferin County) on June 15, 1892. 

Mack Soanes died at Oshawa on October 13, 1942 

and was buried in the Christian cemetery, two days 

later at little Britain, which is north of Port Perry. 

On October 8
th

, 1909 Mack Soanes was only 17 

years of age and would be the Assistant 

Scoutmaster of 1
St

 Oshawa. To the left is a 1915 

picture of Oshawa Scouter Mack Soanes when he 

was 23 years old. Notice Mack is wearing or 

showing 6 years of Leader Service (1909 to1915) 

and his 1914 to 1916 Ambulance man badge from 

the 116
th

   Battalion where he was an Army trained 

stretcher bearer ( and YMCA trained First Aider). 



              

Here is a promotion picture of Lieutenant S.E. Mack Soanes joining H Company (Oshawa), 34th Ontario Rifles 

from 2 February 1916 until  redesignated in 1920.Previous to 2 February 1916 Mack Soanes was with the 116
th

 

Battalion during its 1915 organization as a Stretcher Bearer (First Aid Instructor) trainer and Recruiter. Mack 

Soanes name would not appear on the Muster Roll of the 116
th

 because he did not serve overseas. Mack Soanes 

received a 116
th

 Battalion gold ring from Col. W. F. Eaton because he was a 116
th

 Battalion and Eaton Motor 

Machine Gun Battery Recruiter for Col. W.F. Eaton. Mack Soanes became a Medical Support Officer on 2 Feb. 

1916 and by his Wedding Day of August 15
th

1917 was promoted to Captain and would now be in charge of H 

Company of the 34
th

 Ontario Battalion of Infantry which became The Ontario Regiment on May 1
st
 1920. 



              


