
Jackson Dodds, CBE was born February 16, 1881, born in Hornsey, Middlesex, England (outside London) and was 

appointed a Scouts Canada Dominion Commissioner, in 1947 and died of cancer in Montreal on April 7
th
, 1961. Mr. 

Dodds served on the World Scout Committee of the World Organization of the Scout Movement from 1947 until 1949 

and again from 1951 until 1955. In 1955 the World Scout Committee awarded Jackson Dodds its Bronze Wolf for 

exceptional services to World Scouting. (His was the 10
th
 Bronze Wolf awarded) Mr. Dodds was also awarded the 

following other medals during his lifetime: 

 CBE – Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire: 1 Jan 1944  

 OBE – Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire: 3 June 1919  

 1914 Star: 1917  

 British War Medal: 1914 - 1918  

 Victory Medal: 1914 – 1919 

 1928 Silver Wolf  

 1935 Jubilee Medal  

 1937 George VI Coronation Medal  

 1953 Queen Elizabeth Coronation Medal  

 1947 the Royal Order of Phoenix and 1950 Silver Phoenix, Royal Order of George I – Greece  

 1950 Officer of the Legion of Honour-France  

Dodds was a strong swimmer and was on the Canadian National Water polo Team which competed in Saint Petersburg, 

Russia against the Russian team prior to their revolution. He was married to Florence Lydia Wood (1886-1949), a 

professional singer who sang under the name Roma. He was father to Roma, Donald, Stanley and Jean. He acted as the 

Camp Chief for the 8th World Scout Jamboree held at Niagara-on-the-Lake in August 1955. In 1953 Jackson Dodds’ 

affiliation and support of Scouting led to a summer camp for Cubs being named in his honour, Camp Jackson Dodds. It 

was located in the lower Laurentians of Quebec, south of Saint Sauveur. Jackson Dodds was awarded a Silver Buffalo  by 

the Boy Scouts of America in 1958 The Camp Jackson Dodds property was closed by Quebec Council in August 2005. 

They sold the land and used the money to build a Cub facility, named Camp Jackson Dodds, on part of Tamaracouta 

Scout Reserve. Jackson Dodds had a distinguished career with the Bank of Montreal where he was General Manager 

before his retirement. Dodds' image appeared on currency of the Bank of Montreal (1931, 1935, and 1938) during the time 

he was General Manager. Jackson Dodds CBE died of cancer in Montreal on 7, April 1961. 
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Mr. Jackson Dodds, CBE replaced Mr. J.F.M. Stewart, as Deputy Chief Scout (James Frederick M STEWART b: 

17 JAN 1879 in Harriston, Minto Township, Wellington County, Ontario, Canada, a Toronto Business owner and 

financier who was an Ontario Provincial Commissioner during 1922-1924 and who died in Toronto on October 2
nd

, 

1954). The first (1
st
) Dominion Boy Scout Commissioner from 1909-10 was Colonel Sir Arthur Percy Sherwood, 

C.M.G., M.V.O born March 18, 1854 and died October 15, 1940 who was the City of Ottawa Police Commissioner 

after his Military Service that included being an Aide to Governor General Albert Henry George Grey, 4th Earl 

Grey PC GCB GCMG GCVO (28 November 1851 – 29 August 1917) was Governor General of Canada from 1904 

to 1911.(when Scouting in Canada was authorized in 1909).Jackson Dodds was the 3rd Dominion Commissioner 

on April 18, 1947, when in April of 1950 our Governor General, Viscount Alexander of Tunis, changed the title of 

Jackson Dodd’s National Boy Scout position from Dominion Commissioner to Deputy Chief Scout for Canada. 

This Scouting position was changed again from Deputy Chief Scout of Canada, to National Commissioner in the 

1970’s. The present title of this Canadian Scouting position is Chief Commissioner. 



 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Scouting position changed from Dominion Commissioner to Deputy Chief Scout for Canada, then 

Deputy Chief Scout of Canada to today’s title of Chief Commissioner. 

Jackson Dodds, CBE, below in a 1954 speech was the Camp Chief of The Eighth World Scout Jamboree, 

that was the  first World Jamboree outside of Europe, and  held at Niagara-on the Lake, Ontario August 

18–28, 1955.  It was attended by some 11,000 Scouts from 71 countries and colonies. 



           



            



 

 

 

 

 

     

Reg. #0264 Leonard Hanson Nicholson (June 8, 1904-March 22, 1983) was appointed RCMP Commissioner 

on May 1, 1951 and he served as their Commissioner until March 31, 1959. L.H. Nicholson became Chief 

Commissioner of the St. John Ambulance Brigade in 1960.Retired RCMP Commissioner Leonard Hanson 

Nicholson, OC, MBE; GCSTJ, LLD was Deputy Chief Scout from 1960 until 1964 and was the International 

Scout Commissioner from 1964 until 1968. Len H. Nicholson became Honorary President of Boy Scouts of 

Canada, a member of the Board of Directors of the Boy Scouts of Canada Trust and its first Chairman until 

1971. He was also Vice President of the Dominion of Canada Rifle Association. 

 
In 1964 Deputy Chief Scout Len Nicholson 

approved the following Scouting title changes. 

 Leonard Hanson NICHOLSON  

RCMP Commissioner 

May 1, 1951 to March 31, 1959  

Nicholson was the first Maritime Commissioner of 

the RCMP. He joined the organization at the age 

of 19 and served in the New Brunswick and Nova 

Scotia Provincial Police before being appointed 

Commissioner. His principal accomplishment as 

Commissioner was an extensive building program 

aimed at providing proper accommodations for 

Force members and employees at all levels, from 

detachments to headquarters. He also 

reorganized the administration of the Force, 

increased manpower and upgraded transport and 

communications technology to increase 

efficiency. 

 

 

Len H. Nicholson died at Ottawa in 1983 at age 

78 and is buried at the RCMP 'Depot' Cemetery, 

Regina Saskatchewan. RIP. 

 



 



 



Jackson Dodds was born on February 16, 1881 in Hornsey, Middlesex, England. His mother’s name was Maria 

and he was named after his father Jackson Dodds who was a Customs and Excise Officer. Jackson Dodds left 

his position as a 33 year old British Bank secretary to join the Territorial Army to serve in the Honourable 

Artillery Company Infantry as a Private on the 8 August 1914.Jackson Dodds served in the trenches, in France 

from 18 September 1914 to 21 April 1914(216 days) where he was promoted to Corporal then Sergeant in 

1915.The now Sergeant Dodds returned to England on 22 April 1915 to take a Commission. Jackson Dodds 

joined the Royal Army Ordnance Corps (R.A.O.C.) where the Army Ordnance Department promoted him to the 

temporary rank of Lieutenant on 13 May 1915.Jackson Dodds held Temporary and Acting Rank of Captain and 

Major, including a “while so employed” rank of Lt. Col from 14 November 1918 until 18 April 1919 before 

relinquishing his war time commission on completion of service on 18
th

 April 1919 and granted the rank of 

Major. Jackson Dodds returned to his position of Bank Secretary with the Bank of British North America but 

this bank had merged with the Canadian Bank of Montreal in 1918. Jackson Dodds first went to Canada in 1901 

on business with The Bank of British North America, but did not finally settle in Winnipeg, Manitoba, until 

1922 as a manager of The Bank of Montreal. In 1936, George Wilbur Spinney was appointed joint general 

manager of the Bank of Montreal with Jackson Dodds.  

Jackson Dodds, Esq., was appointed an Officer (Military Division) of the Order of the British Empire in 

June 1919.  The following is an extract taken from the London Gazette,  
St. James’s Palace, SW1 – 3rd June 1919 

The KING has been graciously pleased on the occasion of His Majesty’s Birthday, 

to give orders for the following promotions in, and appointments to, 

The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire for valuable services 

rendered in connection with military operations in France:- 

 

To be Officers of the Military Division of the said Most Excellent Order:- 

Dodds, T. /Capt. (A. /Maj.) Jackson, R.A.O.C. 

 

According to British records, Mr. Dodds was invested with his insignia by His Late Majesty King George 

V at St. James’s Palace on 18th October 1919.  Following this award he was promoted to a 

Commander (Civil Division) within the same Order on 1st January 1944.  The following is another 

extract from the London Gazette. 
St. James’s Palace, SW1 – 1st January 1944 

The KING (on this occasion His Late Majesty King George VI) has been graciously pleased, on the advice of 

His Majesty’s Canadian Ministers, to give orders for the following promotion in, and appointments to, 

The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire:- 

 

To be Additional Commanders of the Civil Division of the said Most Excellent Order:- 

Jackson Dodds, Esq., O.B.E.,  

Montreal, P.Q., Chairman, Executive Committee, Canadian Red Cross Society. 

 

According to British records, Jackson Dodds was invested with his insignia by the Governor-General of 

Canada at Ottawa on 22nd April 1944. (Major-General Alexander Augustus Frederick William Alfred 

George Cambridge, 1st Earl of Athlone KG PC GCB GCMG GCVO DSO ADC (P) FRS (born Prince 

Alexander of Teck; 14 April 1874 – 16 January 1957), was Canada’s Governor General and Chief Scout for 

Canada from 21 June 1940 until 12 April 1946).In February 1944 edition of The Scout Leader magazine it was 

announced that Jackson Dodds of Montreal, formerly of Winnipeg, Manitoba was on the King’s New Year’s 

Honours List to become a Commander in the Order of the British Empire (C.B.E.).In 1944 Jackson Dodds was 

best known in Scouting as the former President of the Manitoba Provincial Council and Chairman of the 

Canadian General Council Finance Committee. 

 



             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 1942 Life magazine picture of Jackson Dodds as the General Manager of The Bank of Montreal. Jackson 

Dodds who recounts his World War 1 experiences “as a Lieut.-Colonel, 6th Army Corps, B.E.F. who went to 

France in September, 1914, as a Private in the Honourable Artillery Company. In April, 1915, and was 

invalided to England where he was appointed Assistant Director of Ordnance Services in the 63rd Division, 

and later in the 59th Division, with the rank of Captain. On November 14th, 1918, he was made Assistant 

Director of Ordnance Services with the rank of Acting-Lieutenant-Colonel in the VI Army Corps on the 

Rhine. He was twice mentioned in despatches, and in June, 1919, received the O.B.E.”  

 



 

 
Jackson Dodds was Camp Chief of the 8

TH
 World Scout Jamboree held August 18

th
 to 27 1955 at Niagara-

on- the-Lake, Ontario Canada. Jackson Dodds, CBE was born February 16, 1881 outside London, England and 

was appointed a Scouts Canada Dominion Commissioner, in 1947 and died of cancer in Montreal on April 7
th
, 1961 



 

 

 

 



             



 

 

Fall 1951 

To the left is a November 14
th

, 1950 

picture of Mr. Jackson Dodds the then 

Scouts Canada Deputy Chief Scout  

(Now Chief Commissioner) at a 

Government House, Rideau Hall, Ottawa 

Investiture. Jackson Dodds, C.B.E., is 

looking at the Silver Cross of Scout Alex 

Coubrough.  



      In 1953 Cub Scout summer Camp Jackson Dodds in the lower Laurentians of Quebec, was opened in 1956. It was 

closed by Quebec Council in August 2005. Camp Jackson Dodds is now part of Tamaracouta Scout Reserve.  

 


